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her connection with us."84 This has often misled persons
into thinking he placed more confidence in Italy after the
Franco-Italian agreement of 1900-02 than was really the
case. Even such a well-informed scholar as Professor Pri-
bram says: "By the end of 1905, Billow believed that no
danger existed of Italy's alienation from the Triple Alli-
ance." He quotes Billow as declaring in 1905: "Italy has
cast in her lot with the Triple Alliance, not for reasons of
mawkish sentimentality, but because she finds it to her
advantage to do so. The reasons which originally brought
the three great states together are still in existence; nothing
has happened to work a change in them." 85 But pre-war
declarations of this kind are merely examples of the optimis-
tic Chancellor's usual policy of "faire bonne mine au mau-
vais jeu"—of putting a good face on a bad matter. Pri-
vately and in reality he was much worried by Italy's double-
dealing.
At the Algeciras Conference, by voting with France and
England against Germany, Italy gave another rude shock
to the fagade of the Triple Alliance, and showed that Billow
had reason to be worried. Speaking in the Chamber of
Deputies on March 8, 1906, Sonnino attempted to explain
Italy's double policy, saying: "Loyal from our heart to the
Triple Alliance, we shall maintain the traditions of intimacy
with England and our honest friendship with France." On
this the German Emperor commented significantly:
"'No one can serve two masters/ it says in the Bible;
certainly therefore not three masters! France, England and
the Triple Alliance, that is wholly out of the question! It
will turn out that Italy stands in the British-French group!
We shall do well to reckon with this, and write this 'ally'
off as smoke!"88
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